
WEEKLY STUDY GUIDE FOR THE LIFE OF JOSEPH


Begin by reading the entire passage. It's best to do this in one or two sittings. Next, read the questions below and then reread the passage with the questions in mind, jotting down notes as you go.  

The questions are designed like a funnel: Your answers to the first question will help you answer the second, and so on. 
 

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY?

List the characters by name, followed by a one-sentence description of each.

What is the setting (place, country/city, time of day/year, etc.)? Does the setting seem significant?

What is the plot arc of the passage? (Give a concise description and verse numbers of the initial setting, rising conflict, climax, and new setting. Don’t retell the whole story!) 

What repeated words, phrases, imagery, or ideas do you see in the passage?

Look up the meaning or biblical usage of any words that you don’t understand, are curious about, or might help deepen your understanding of the passage.

Literary context: How does this passage relate to the passages immediately preceding and following it? How does this affect your understanding?

Historical context: How does the historical/cultural context help you understand this passage?

Biblical context: Does this passage remind you of anything else in the Bible (whether through direct citation, cross-referencing, allusion, or by referencing historical events)?

Having studied both the structure and context, how would you articulate the main idea of this passage in one sentence?  



INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? (Cite verses where applicable.)

Are there any parts of the passage that you have struggled to understand or accept or have been tempted to skip over?

As you reflect on the passage and your study of it, what did God reveal? Was there anything new, different, or impactful that God showed you?

Where do you see the characters not trusting God? Does this resonate with you in any way?

Where do you see the characters living by faith? How does this resonate with you?

What did you learn about God’s character?



There are many ways that Joseph foreshadows Jesus. In what way(s) do you see Jesus foreshadowed in this passage?

What part of the gospel is in view?



APPLICATION: WHAT DOES THIS TEXT MEAN FOR YOU?
Points to consider as you apply the lesson

Is there any…

· Sin to confess
· Prayer to offer
· Attitude to change
· Command to obey
· Error to avoid
· Promise to claim
· Example to follow
· Truth to believe
· Something to thank God for

How does this passage affect the way you see your      
circumstances? 
relationships? 
faith?

God sovereignly and lovingly ordained for you to study this passage, this week. Ask him what action steps he wants you to take and for his grace and power to obey.

Does anything in this passage inspire a creative response in you (e.g., a poem, song, artwork, or other form of expression)? If you create something in response, please consider sharing it with your group.



PRAYER GROUPS

Review your application steps from last week for accountability and encouragement.

Share your application for this week.
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